
CH. 12

CLASSIFICATION AND 

BLOCKING



• Introduction flat & gravity (hump)

• Flat

– World’s Largest – Bailey Rail Yard

– North Platte, NE



• Yards, Subyards, Tracks, and Leads

• Switch List

• Station Order

• Batting (Pushing)





• Gravity (Hump)





• Receiving (Arrival) Yard

• Retarders

• Trimming

• Departure Yard



• Local Yard

• Intermodal / Team / BIDS , Etc.





CH. 13

LINE-HAUL 

OPERATION



• Introduction

• Scheduled, Advertised & Extra Trains

• Fast / Not-so-Fast Freights

• Keeping the Line Moving





• Balancing the Power

• Moving the Blocks

• Pre-Blocking

• Synchronized Arrival

• Assigning  Motive Power



• Helpers and Doubling

• Locomotive Selection

• Computerized Scheduling

• Car Scheduling



CH. 14

UNIT – TRAIN 

OPERATION



• Introduction

• Multi-Car Rates

• The Unit-Train

• Specialized Equipment

• Equipment Utilization

• Mini-Trains


