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Introduction

 Railroads were America’s first large 

corporations

 ICC

 3R, 4R, Staggers

 Mergers and Spin-offs

 STB 
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Total Railroads – 1890-2006

Year Total Class 1

1880 1,174

1890 1,797

1900 2,023

1910 2,196

1920 1,785 186

1930 1,487 156

1940 1,096 131

1950 785 127

1960 621 106

1970 518 71

1980 480 39

1990 530 14

2000 560 8

2006 561 7



Primary U.S. Railroads

 Big Four

– East

 CSX Transportation – merger of Chessie system 

(C&O, B&O, WM) and Seaboard System (ACL, SAL, 

L&N), also 42% of Conrail (NYC Portion)

 Norfolk Southern Corp. – merger of Norfolk & Western 

(Wabash, Nickle Plate) and Southern System, also 58% 

of Conrail (Pensy portion)
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 One of seven Class I 
railroad companies in 
North America

 Dates back to 1827 

 CSXT serves 23 
states, the District of 
Columbia, and two 
Canadian provinces

 Approximately 21,000 
miles of rail network

 Over 34,000 
employees

 Headquarters in 
Jacksonville, FL



Primary U.S. Railroads 

 Big Four

– West

 Union Pacific – merger of Southern Pacific and several 

other railroads; MP, C&NW, DRGW, WP, MKT

 BNSF – merger of Burlington Northern (GN, NP, 

Burlington, Frisco) and the Santa Fe
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Primary U.S. Railroads 

 Others (smaller)

– Canadian National (with Illinois Central and 

GTW)

– Canadian Pacific (with Soo Line and Milw)

– Kansas City Southern (with Mexican railroads)

– Florida East Coast

– New England Area
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Guilford IndustriesNew England Rail 

System



Primary U.S. Railroads

 Regionals

– Approximately 30

 Short Lines

– Approximately 500




















